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Distributed processing is the ability to send processes to other computers on a network. It allows you to take advantage of the faster processing capabilities of more powerful computers on the network. Process Server helps you maximize the use of network processing power by allowing you to perform certain tasks that require a large amount of processing power, such as posting or printing checks, on separate computers. This reduces the workload of client computers and improves performance. The client computer used for data entry will be immediately available to perform other tasks, so you don’t have to wait to continue working while the task is completed, or work more slowly while the task is completed in the background.
The computers where you’ll complete these processes are process servers – Windows 98, Windows ME, Windows NT, Windows 2000, or Windows XP computers with high processing power. To take advantage of the Process Server, it’s important that this be a computer with a fast processor and sufficient RAM, so that tasks can be completed as quickly as possible.
To set up a computer as a process server, install the standard Microsoft Business Solutions-Great Plains client applications in addition to the Process Server application. Then you’ll specify which computers in your system are process servers, and which tasks will be completed on those process servers. Sending a task to a process server is called processing a task remotely, or remote processing.
A computer you use as a process server can be a dedicated process server—a computer used only for remote processing—or a client computer that’s also used for data entry or other tasks. However, to complete tasks and use the power of the process server as efficiently as possible, we recommend that process servers be dedicated computers used only for remote processing. You can set up as many process servers as necessary, but may be limited by your network protocol.
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