preserve and clone speci-
from the world's
mens world's old-growth
This twisted jigsaw puzzle of in-
tertwined bark is one of the last

remnants of the old-growth sub-
tropical hammock that once cov-
ered Palm Beach. Today, its This green buttonwood in Palm Beach is Florida's largest. This photo was taken In 20071; when winds from Huricane Frances ploked up, the tree dropped all Its leaves as a defensa
brmnhuuf:ﬁmhmathu mechanism, Without them, the tree suffered no branch damage during the stom.

before Columbus "It makes sense that these trees  leaves during the storm and of Bryant Park and is a Florida leaves to reduce wind resistance in
first spied the New World, it has have this defense mechanism (for intact. There are two in stale champion tree, conlains a sim-  a storm, but he hopes research
survived half a milleonium of hurrd-  the tree) to have survived asmany  Lake Worth's waterfront ilar trait. done by (his organization) will help
unmtﬂaﬂhhil:embmufa ﬁmxmihn;hem'[tmm P:irt.ﬂ:hlhhl?tutlﬂm . Both 'ltfﬂkﬂll;:ﬂﬂ]ﬂfﬂ!mﬂllﬂl find the answers,
genetic trait. The tree responds to a genetic trait” are leafless but unharmed. branches,” he says, know more about .
whmmm Not all buttonwoods have this “Part of {the secret) is structur- mmmm mﬂimmmmﬂnamm
to wind resistance. Hin- trait, Mock says he has seen many  al, the way the tree has grown and are intact. All these these big trees,” he
reen sater i the dir. and the mu‘““"shm"“””“’mmm““““”w“ Somothing elee st worlc* Mock i 3 pasicalar iree because ok every __ For more information about

on to thei * in- aparti

tree lives to endure the next storm. broken fim sists. tree in the species does that.” champion trees, visit
Hﬂ?ﬁmﬂdmphuhew as a result. But clones made from He believes an old strangler fig, Mock doesn't understand how a  Www.championtreeproject.org.
with a rEverence. the Palm Beach tree dropped their  a native that shades the picnic area  tree “knows” to release branches or @ pamam_marshalipbpost.com

This week: Staking and pruning trees

to stake a tree

Staking a large tree
Take three 12-inch lengths of two-
by-fours and strap them, evenly
spaced, around the tree [boarnds
shoubd be vertical, parallel to tree
trunk}. Strap them in place with
rietal bands or webbing. Nad these
blocks to 2 inch or even 4-
MWMM
inst the d at an oblique
:mrﬁl.mmnabmwrlu
woodan or metal stake at thesr

bese (on the outside, 50 the brece
dnuﬁ'ﬂldaj. ® Stakes that anchor a tree near its base

keep the mots In firm contact with the sall,

Do's and don’ts

W Mever dive nalls imo &
freg,

B Don't wse wire inserted
into a garden hosa. i
craatas too much pressum
on the trunk.

W Avoid driving stakes into
the root ball by spacing
thisen the width of the tree’s

W W

N

Canapy.
W Stakes should be driven
18 to 36 Inches o the
ground,

I The-diens should be fim
= but loase enaugh to allow
slight movement of the
plant.

W Inzpect trunk regularly
i ensure that tie-downs are
Lising webbing mataral, create a loop around  Lising webding, form a figure eight, wrapping once nat injuring bark.
the trunk. Attach a rope to the loop and pull  around tree trunk, then crossing again before looping
It tlght against a stake (& tent stake or two- it around a stake placed on the outside of the root
by-two), in the ground, ball. Use a sheetrock screw to attach the webbing

o the siske 50 it won't move up or down.

Pruning large tree limbs Germinating a coconut palm
The three-cut branch removal method prevents damaging the In the ground In a pot
tree further and encourages its natural healing procasses: MMWIMMHMM The germination process should  Use & pot with
First cut: Saw Besasel aut: Sow the coconuts? Try planting a new one. take threa o six monthe. The roat |mlmﬂ
halfaay through the halvay thiough thi W Take a falen coconut and shake it, if should push through the husk, while on aither side
battom of the top of the branch, you hear waler sloshing inside the nut, it the shoot will emerge from the top | of the coconut. Be
. Withaut these two is an ideal candidate for garminating. of the husk as a sharp green spear. | sure the pot is deep
k cuts, the weight of M Soak the coconut in a pall of water Water frequently, keeping the soll | enough to contaln
the branch might (laaning the hussk on) for two to thes days.  Moist, not wet. | the plant's taproot —
\ tear and damage W Find an area where the soll has good . orabout 10-12
the branch collar. | drainage and partial shade. ; inches below the nut.
| M Place the coconut on its side, burying Hﬂmmw:
Third and final cut: Sew the lower third. mmﬁ
camphetely through the branch,
| laeving the branch collar
- Branch  yptouched, Chemicals in the Coconut
collir  braneh collar encourage rapid
healing and prevent rot from

Sources: Fairchibd Tophal Botan io Barden n Miami, Usversy of Howal, Gerdesing for DoTvmes



